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Upcoming Sunday and Special Services

September 4th at 9:30am ~ Final Summer Service
“Alzheimer’s” with Karen Landry
September 11th at 10:30am ~ Ingathering & Water Service
Rev. Wendy von Zirpolo, Parish Minister

Come join us in a celebration of community as we return to our regular worship time of 10:30am. This special service is one for all ages and includes your participation in our traditional Water Ceremony. After a brief homily, we create a communion of sorts, as congregants come forward with small amounts of water to mingle together symbolic of our ongoing creation of community. Some offerings arrive from travels near and far. Others from common tap or garden hose. Others still are symbolic. Many participate but it is not required. As always, we welcome your presence.
This service will also include a brief recognition of the anniversary of the tragedy of September 11, 2001.
September 18th at 10:30am ~ Diet Divine
Rev. Wendy von Zirpolo, Parish Minister

Amidst the barrage of dieting advice to eat less, eat more, eat green, eat this or that, here’s a diet rooted in seeking, noticing and taking in the divine. It’s the least expensive diet you’ll ever follow!
September 25th at 10:30am ~ For What Shall We Be Known
Rev. Wendy von Zirpolo, Parish Minister

In three nights, with the setting of the sun, our Jewish siblings recognize the start of Rosh Hashanah. This important holiday signifies the start of the New Year and a day of judgment at which time God will judge each person according to their deeds. We arrive with many theologies to this house of worship and our Unitarian Universalist religion. Regardless of theology, how will we – how should we be judged?
Every Sunday morning at 9:15, join us for Sunday Seminar.

Ministerial Musings ~ 

When my father died three years ago I lived what I have counseled so often – ‘grief will have its way with you.’ So often I have sat or walked with people in loss and offered those words. At times, I use water imagery, saying “It will hit you like a wave and you may not see it coming. Anything can set it off and it will not honor any agenda you have. It also doesn’t come with an expiration date.” Intellectually I knew it to be true and had tasted it at different times in my life. But with my father’s death, I came to know it more thoroughly. Just as losing a child comes with its own particular grief, so too, does losing a parent (and I imagine, a mate). And so, grief has had its way with me and will do so again and again. But today I awakened knowing something else just as thoroughly and it left me smiling. It turns out that gratitude, if you let it, will have its way with you too. I shared some time ago that I began a new spiritual practice at meal time. I join hands (if I am with others) and then bow my head and silently name three things for which I am grateful. I began it as a means of taking those three moments each day to be still and thankful. 
What I couldn’t have known was how it would alter my relationship with gratitude in life. Somehow, that intentional practice brought gratitude into my very being – the same space grief knows so well. And now, waves of gratitude hit at any time, honor no agenda, have no expiration date and when I’m lucky, I don’t even see them coming. And I am grateful ~
Yours in faith, Wendy


· This summer we celebrated the life and mourned the loss of two UUCM members, Gail Doliber and Rheua Stakely.
· George Richardson, husband of former UUCM member Becky Richardson, passed away in June.
· Mary Rossborough’s daughter and granddaughter have found their own apartment and moved out on their own.
· Judy Dunlop broke her leg at the airport returning from Los Angeles where she had undergone surgery. She has been recuperating at home.
· Dotty Stephens has been caring for her husband Bob who recently had his leg amputated.
· Lyssa Andersson’s husband Jack has fully recuperated from his bout with a staph infection, and they are expecting a new grandchild at year’s end.
· Lisa Kirk began a new job.
· Bob and Lois Brinton both spent time in the hospital this summer.
If you wish to celebrate a joy or share a concern, there are several ways to pass along the information to the office. 

1. You may drop a note in the yellow administrator’s folder in the hanging files outside the DRE office, noting that it is a Wheel of Life submission.

2. Write an email to me at office@uumarblehead.org, noting that it is a Wheel of Life submission.

3. Go onto the UUCM website, click on “Forms,” then “Announcements,” and submit your news, making sure that you identify it as a Wheel of Life submission.

Please remember that, if you are submitting someone else’s news, you must get the permission of that person before submission.

Thanks, Lyssa
Introducing Our New Director of Religious Education
It is with great pleasure I introduce you to the newest addition to our staff! Irene Praeger has become the new Director of Religious Education for the Unitarian Universalist Church of Marblehead. First, some biographical information:

Irene comes to us with breadth and depth in her experience and knowledge about religious education. Most recently, she served as Director of Religious Education at First Parish in Needham (1999 to 2011) where she helped to grow the religious education program as well as the spirituality of the children and youth. Prior to 1999 she taught church school and helped administer and coordinate the religious education programs at the First Parish in Wayland, MA and the First Parish in Framingham, MA. 

With a background in human resources and liberal arts, Irene received a Master of Education degree in Religious Education from the Institute of Religious Education and Pastoral Ministry at Boston College in 2007. She was credentialed by the Unitarian Universalist Association in the spring of 2010. 

Irene is currently part of the executive team of the North Atlantic LREDA Chapter which serves Ballou Channing, Clara Barton, Mass Bay and Northern New England. In Addition to serving in various positions on North Atlantic LREDA, she has held various positions on the Mass Bay District Religious Education Team serving on the Executive Committee, and for a number of years served as coordinator of its training programs for religion and sexuality. 

In June of 2007 Irene edited a Unitarian Universalist pamphlet titled: “Family Prayers, A Sampler” for parents who are eager for ways to take their faith home. While on the summer staff for RE Week at Ferry Beach in Saco, Maine in 2010 Irene authored a week long curriculum on the founder of Ferry Beach Quillen Shinn for children aged 9 through 11.

Irene is a native of Massachusetts and the parent of two grown children. She resides in Wayland, MA with her husband and twelve-year-old adopted son.

And now, a few words from me ~ Life really is a delightful circle at times! Many of you may recall that while preparing for ministry I served as Director of Religious Education for the Haverhill, MA congregation. While serving as DRE I had the pleasure of meeting Irene and attending many trainings, meetings and conferences together. I can tell you that Irene arrives with much more than experience. She brings heart, head and hands to our faith and the work (and joy) of sharing our faith with our children, youth and adults. Please join me in thanking the DRE Search Committee members, Lynne McCarren, Maria Ronchi, Aliza Bogosian, Oliver Loewen, Marlaine Mahady-Potter and Kerry Martin and our RE Chairs Loretta Bogosian and Kurt James for their time and efforts in finding us such a gift! And please welcome Irene! 

P.S. And…speaking of gifts, it would be a fabulous gift to our new DRE if you entertained the idea of leading or assisting one of our classes this coming year! What a nice welcome that would be! (And THANK YOU to the many who have done so in the past year and to those who have already agreed to teach this year. It is no small thing you do. No small thing, indeed.)

Religious Exploration for Children and Youth
From the Director of Religious Education
I hope that everyone has had a restful and rejuvenating summer! My name is Irene Praeger and I am pleased to be serving this congregation as your new Director of Religious Education. We are defined by our experiences and stories so I am interested in hearing your stories and to find out how each of you have grown and changed as we form an ongoing relationship with one another.

Sunday, September 11th – Ingathering : The entire congregation shares their summer experiences with the sharing of our waters. This ritual involves the filling of a vessel by our congregants with water from far and wide which is a powerful reminder of our interconnection with one another. I know that children especially love this sharing, so I hope that you and your family will join our larger church family as we gather to celebrate the beginning of another year together.

September 18th – RE Homecoming Sunday – “Cupcake Sunday” : I anticipate that there will be a lot of energy in the air, and we want to take time to welcome everyone and allow them to share their summer experiences of growth and change before we decorate cupcakes that will be shared in social hour with the rest of the congregation. Please have your child/ren bring a memento with them from their summer experiences for the worship table before we begin our traditional cupcake decorating. (each child or youth will decorate a cupcake for themselves as well as one to give away). After all – This is a TRADITION!

September 26th – RE Classes begin : The Religious Education Committee and I are really excited about a new curriculum that we will be implementing this year for Grades PS – 3 called Spirit Play. We chose this particular curriculum because it lends itself well to small classroom size and the different learning styles of children. Since we are defined by our stories, Spirit Play is a story-based curriculum. A story is told by the volunteer teacher using three-dimensional materials.

Spirit Play is done using the Montessori teaching method so the storyteller does not need to be a traditional storyteller. This means that anyone in the congregation can be a storyteller since you do not make eye contact with the children nor is it necessary to put in the customary inflection. It is our hope that we might entice you as a member of the congregation to be storytellers for Spirit Play since it can be a very rewarding experience. 

Earlier this summer RE put out a wish list for supplies for Sprit Play since the startup is quite extensive and expensive. Anyone wishing to make a monetary or material donation can approach me via email or in person on Sunday morning. Any and all donations to the effort are appreciated.

Note: if there is anyone in the congregation who likes to dabble in wood and can use a jig saw, we could also use wood figure cutouts. Of course, we would love to hear from anyone who might be interested in training or making materials.

Questions can be addressed to Irene Praeger at dre@uumarblehead.org, or to RE Chairs: Kurt James and Loretta Bogosian at re@uumarblehead.org. Donated items can be dropped off to the church office. Just send a note letting us know that you have done so.

Thank you for fostering the faith of the children at UU Church of Marblehead

Religious Education Registration and Volunteer Sign-up is now open for the Fall

Dear UU Church of Marblehead Parent/Guardians,

The RE Committee and I are excited about our curricula offerings for this coming year and we hope that your children will be as well. Registration is now open and we invite you to go to the church website to download a form or request one via email from the church office. Why is it necessary to register your children and/or youth? We want to provide top notch programming that fosters the faith development of our children and youth and in order to do that we need to know who is going to attend. Our insurance carrier requires us to have this information as well so that we have a safety net in place should we need it.

At the same time that you complete the RE Registration form, remember to complete the volunteer section. It is our expectation that all adults with children and youth in the Religious Education program participate in some way. If teaching is not your forte, check out the other volunteer opportunities indicating your willingness to assist in another way. 

Please note that classroom assignments and the religious education prospectus will be on the website shortly. 

I leave you with this final thought: Maria Harris in her book “Fashion Me People” states that the basic forms of community here in the United States and into this century continue to be the local congregation and the family. The task for the family is presence, receptivity, and responsibility. For the congregations, the tasks are inclusion, leadership, and outreach. If our goal is to reach out and embrace one another, children and adults alike, perhaps we need a wider adult presence in our classrooms on Sunday morning. Give me a call if you would like to explore volunteer possibilities at UUCM.
In Faith, Irene                          
Irene Praeger, Director of Religious Education
dre@uumarblehead.org
September me&thee news!
It’s hard to believe that summer is nearly over and that our new season is only a couple weeks away! I don’t know about you, but I caught tons of music at several festivals this summer. Discovering new music and falling in love with old favorites! Music keeps my spirit alive and refreshed and I’m psyched to announce our schedule for the 2011–2012 season. We have a few surprises coming up in the spring that we can’t announce just yet but you’ll be the first to know! No worries!

But let’s talk about our September shows!

September 9: Cheryl Wheeler / Eliot Bronson opens

What better way to begin our season than to welcome back Cheryl Wheeler! We always delight in Cheryl’s intimate shows at the me&thee. Her poignant songs dig their way deep into your soul and resonate in a profound way...yet her hysterically funny off-the-cuff interludes tickle your funny bone. It’s so great to laugh and cry and let it all hang out in one evening! It’s cheaper than therapy! Opener Eliot Bronson, formerly of The Brilliant Inventions, just released a fantastic album called “Blackbirds.” Some of the finest acoustic pop you’ll hear in a long time!

September 16: Jay Ungar and Molly Mason

Like many of you, I first became aware of Jay Ungar when I tuned into Ken Burns’ PBS documentary series about the Civil War. I can still visualize myself watching that series for the first time...having put both my babies to sleep and getting some real quality time with the tube after an exhausting day. I was instantly captivated by the tone and feel and amazing visuals from that era – but it was THAT song – that haunting tune called "Ashokan Farewell" written by Jay Ungar that stayed with me all those years. The good news is that there is more to Jay Ungar and Molly Mason than that one song…Be prepared for many special musical moments during this show. Details will be forthcoming. Let’s just say...it’ll be an evening not to be missed!

September 23: Kate Taylor Band / Sarah Blacker opens

I’ve been a fan of Kate Taylor’s since she released her first vinyl album, Sister Kate, in 1971. I played it to death on my little stereo, along with her brother James’ “Sweet Baby James,” Carole King’s “Tapestry,” and Cat Stevens’ “Tea for the Tillerman.” These albums were part of the soundtrack of my life and immersed me into the entire singer-songwriter genre. I got the chance to see Kate bring down the house at last January’s "Evening for Dick Pleasants" at Sanders Theatre in Cambridge and marveled at her easy manner and delightful music at this past June’s WUMB Music Festival. Kate rocks with the best of them. If you’ve never had the chance to see her and her band – I highly suggest this show. Sarah Blacker opens the show. Remember that name. She’s someone you’ll be hearing a whole lot more about.

September 30: Gandalf Murphy and the Slambovian Circus of Dreams / Radoslav Lorkovic opens

What can you say about the Slambovians that hasn’t been said already? If you have witnessed their high-energy shows, you know what I mean. If you are new to this band with the crazy name, strap on your seatbelt and come along for the ride. They are most definitely a genre-bending band – they’ll play soaring electric songs that are reminiscent of Jimi Hendrix or The Doors and then they’ll slip into a country tune that could be sung by someone picking away on a front porch in West Virginia and then when you least expect it, you’ll get a sentimental yet surreal monologue laced with the most delicious instrumentation you’ll ever want to hear...and that’s only the tip of the iceberg. Dear friend Radoslav Lorkovic is coming to play "his" piano as he calls it. He’s missed it since he tinkled those ivories with the Jimmy LaFave Band last fall. Come experience their long-awaited reunion!

We’re still looking for a few good volunteers. Spread the word!


Kathy
Kathy Sands-Boehmer for the

me&thee coffeehouse

781-631-5707

Wednesdays for Everyone !
September Wednesdays for Everyone

Conversation and/or Weeding the Church Grounds 

6:00pm – 7:00pm Soup & Brown Bag Pot Luck Dinner
7:00pm – 9:00pm      Wednesday Evening Conversation
We will be having our Comfy Brown Bag Pot Luck Grilled Dinner (veggie burgers, bread and cheese provided) at 6:00pm, followed by “After-dinner Conversation.”


Bill                               
Bill Smalley, Chair, Adult Religious Education Committee
Youth Group Meetings (UYG and WZUUPP?)
The Unnamed Youth Group (UYG until they vote for a better name!) for grades 6–10 will be meeting with Rev. Wendy & Youth Group Assistant Ani Chickering on third Sundays from 5:00–7:30 pm. Sally Allphin coordinates communication, snacks and supply donations. The group meets throughout the year to chat, play games, create temporary tattoos and tie dye clothing and basically have a great time! Friends of youth are welcome to attend any of the meetings and events. This summer the youth met with Rev. Wendy and brainstormed a wish list of activities for the coming year. These will be scheduled separately from the monthly meetings. We hope to make many of these activities a reality!

WZUUPP? (grades 11–12) has not yet determined a meeting schedule but will publicize a meeting date as soon as possible.

Young Adult Group ~ Coming Soon! Within the UUA, the label ‘Young Adult’ is meant to address the population of younger UU’s who, as a group, may be looking to connect, grow and serve in different ways than some other age groups within our UU communities. The UUA age designation is from 18–35 but is used differently in congregations depending on demographics. Some large congregations break it into two age groups. Others extend the range. Based on some conversations with our young adults, we will be launching a monthly meal for anyone within the age range or feeling as though they would have lots in common. This is not intended to be exclusionary, rather a recognition that just as we have Men’s groups, an over-60’s group and will be starting a parent’s group, that we have congregants who may be well served by connecting around this stage of life. It is also intended as a means of outreach to the larger community. The first meeting will be announced soon.

Need Help Making Ends Meet?

The Church’s Isaac Story Fund is devoted to “the charitable purpose of relieving the poor of this parish.” If you or someone you know needs help, please talk to one of the Story Fund Trustees, to a Pastoral Care Associate, or to Rev. Wendy von Zirpolo (rev.uucm@yahoo.com, cell: 603-479-6096). 

Ellen Gariepy, Mike Gery, Peter Kent, Story Fund Trustees
This Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday
Monthly Food Donation for the Marblehead Pantry ~ As you may know, during each first Sunday of the Month we will be receiving a food collection to benefit the Marblehead Food Pantry. Please use the time during the Music for Gathering to come to the front and place your donations in the box, and then silently return to your seats to prepare for the worship service. 
Annual Lobster Bake
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Saturday, September 10th ~ 4:00pm till dusk


This year’s Family Lobster Bake will once again be at the Pavilion at Devereux Beach from 4:00pm till dusk (rain location is the church). It will be held the day before Homecoming Sunday and it is a great way to catch up with everyone and chat about summer adventures. We meet around 4:00 and socialize and then have the lobsters, chowder and salad around 5:00-ish. You can order lobsters or bring your own meal; or Lime Ricky’s is right next door. You should bring your own drinks (it is town property, so no alcohol). Desserts are always welcomed by the crowd. Plates, cups, plastic ware and paper goods will be provided. To add to your comfort, you might want to bring blankets and/or lounge chairs – and of course swimsuits – though the changing rooms are rudimentary. 

All you have to do is call or email Bill and tell him how many lobsters you want to order (leave a message). The cost will be $15 per lobster, including the salad and chowder ($5 without the lobster). 
Hope to see you there. Friends are always welcome – remember we are ALL on the Membership Committee. 
Do not let financial concerns keep you from attending. Anyone needing assistance is encouraged to be in touch with Reverend von Zirpolo for scholarship funds for this community gathering.

Devereux Beach is on Ocean Avenue going out to the "Neck." Park in the Resident Parking area, to the right, and the pavilion is at the top of the hill. 

Sabbatical News
Ours is a tradition that honors sabbatical leave to benefit both clergy and congregation. In keeping with UUA guidelines, our agreement with Reverend von Zirpolo calls for a sabbatical time of five months after five years of service. To minimize the impact of a departure, Rev. von Zirpolo, with the support of the Board, opted to take 6 weeks last winter and will complete her sabbatical in the coming year. She will be on sabbatical after Christmas until April. More information about UUCM during the sabbatical time will be provided in the coming months by the Sabbatical Committee. 

Worship Associates ~ We Need Volunteers for the Fall!
There will be a sign-up sheet at church on Sunday. We particularly need volunteers for September 18th and 25th and October 2nd. Sign up or call/email Jean Rostron ~ 781-631-4046 or worship@uumarblehead.org. 
Spirituality Retreat
September 24th noon – 4:00pm Seeking the Divine. This four hour retreat will be held in Annisquam and include lunch. Attendees will gather for soup and introductions at noon and conclude promptly at 4:00pm. The retreat will include outdoor time for meditation (walking or otherwise). The primary focus of exploration will be how we understand ‘the divine,’ how we recognize it in our daily lives and how deepening our relationship with the divine can alter our lives.
Over 60 Gang meets Second Saturday
The Over 60 Gang will meet Saturday, September 10th from 9:30–11:30am the Nichols Room. Everyone over 60 is welcome. Please join us for coffee, tea, snacks, and lively conversation about subjects of particular interest to our age group.
Dotty Stephens and Bill Smalley
All Hands on Deck
We are calling all volunteers to help paint Stetson porch floor on Saturday, September 17th at 9:00am. Brushes and paint will be provided. Come one come all.

Lisa Gery, Chair

Building and Grounds Committee
*************************************************************************
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The closing date for submissions to the next newsletter is mid-Month. 
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